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Abstract In this paper we pay attention to the legitimacy of the principles, scope and purpose of redistribution
in Czech society. We use data from international surveys from the second half of the nineties, including European
Values Study 1999 and ISSP 1996 module Role of the Government and some national Czech surveys. We claim
that Czech society does not favour extensive redistribution at the level of principles. Nevertheless, demand for
redistribution is stronger compared to the other European countries and preferences for state responsibility and
redistribution increased during nineties. Furthermore, the purpose of redistribution seems to play a central role.
While beneﬁts for marginalised groups are not supported, mainstream beneﬁts should be increased according to
the public, and the strategies to improve human capital and capabilities to adapt in the labour market gain support as
well. The Czech public also prefers to combine collective (social) protection with private supplementary insurance
schemes against risks of the contemporary society. There are remarkable differences in most of the above described
attitudes among social classes. The above described ﬁndings may be explained by the social consequences of
market transition: speciﬁcally by impacts of new social risks differentiated according to class position combined with
restrictive social policies implemented during the nineties.
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IRISS-C/I is a visiting researchers programme at CEPS/INSTEAD, a socio-economic policy and research centre
based in Luxembourg. It ﬁnances and organises short visits of researchers willing to undertake empirical research
in economics and other social sciences using the archive of micro-data available at the Centre.
What is offered?
In 1998, CEPS/INSTEAD has been identiﬁed by the European Commission as one of the few Large Scale Facilities
in the social sciences, and, since then, offers researchers (both junior and senior) the opportunity to spend time
carrying out their own research using the local research facilities. This programme is currently sponsored by the
European Community’s 6th Framework Programme. Grants cover travel expenses and on-site accommodation. The
expected duration of visits is in the range of 2 to 12 weeks.
Topics
The major resource offered to visitors is access to a series of internationally comparable longitudinal surveys on liv-
ing conditions at the household and individual level. The anonymised micro-data provide information on wages and
income, health, education, employment and professional activities, accommodation, social relations,... Comparable
micro-data are available for EU countries, Central European countries, as well as the USA. These data offer oppor-
tunities to carry out research in ﬁelds such as survey and panel data methodology, income distribution and welfare,
income and poverty dynamics, multi-dimensional indicators of poverty and deprivation, gender, ethnic and social
inequality, unemployment and labour supply behaviour, education and training, social protection and redistributive
policies, fertility and family structures, new information technologies in households and ﬁrms, ...
Who may apply?
All individuals (doctoral students as well as experienced academics) conducting research in an institution within the
EU-25 or an FP6 Associated State. IRISS-C/I can be meeting place for groups of researchers working on a joint
project. We therefore encourage joint proposals by two or more researchers.
For more detailed information and application form, please consult our website: http://www.ceps.lu/iriss or contact
us at
IRISS-C/I, CEPS/INSTEAD
BP 48, L-4501 Differdange, G.-D. Luxembourg
Tel: +352 585855 610; Fax: +352 585588
E-mail: iriss@ceps.lu
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